
Being a scientific writer 
 

Jeudi 14 janvier 2016 



Why a symposium about scientific 
writing ?  

PD Dr Nicolas Senn, Head of the research and development center, PMU  



A mysterious world…. 
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Do we still need scientific journals? 



Open access (OA) vs subscription journals? 

• 11 % of articles published in OA journals(2011) 
– “Is the editorial quality lower in OA?” 

– “Do I « buy » my publication in OA?” 

– “Is the peer review process independent in open-access journals?” 

 



Question of money 

• > 9 billions $ of revenue / year 

• About 2 millions articles 

• Is OA cheaper? 

6 Nature 2014 



Is the peer-review process reliable? 
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Le Monde, blog, 2015 
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PROGRAM 

13h25 Authorship: rights and responsibilities  
Pr. Bernard Burnand, Director of Cochrane Switzerland, Institute of Social and 

Preventive Medicine, CHUV-UNIL  

14h10 Editorial policy of an open-source journal  
Dr. Clare Garvey, Senior Research Editor, PLOS Medicine  

14h45 Break  
15h15 Review process by peers  

Dr. Trish Groves, Head of Research, BMJ & Editor-in-chief, BMJ Open 

15h50 Copyright (copyright, online distribution, social networks)  
Pr. Philippe Gilliéron, Faculty of Law, University of Lausanne  

16h30 Panel discussion  
Pr. Jean-Daniel Tissot, Dean of the Faculty of Biology and Medicine, CHUV-UNIL  

 



Thanks to the organizing committee  

• Dr. Anne Niquille  

• Mme Laurence Kerboas   

• Dr. Marie P. Schneider 

• Pr. Jacques Cornuz 

• Collaboration with the Library of the faculty of biology 

and medicine (workshop)  
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